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CANADA'S ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN

Members of Canadians in Support of Afghan Women
(CSAW) are knowledgeable about Afghanistan and
Canada’s involvement there because of our 12 year
commitment to the women and children of Afghanistan.
Nevertheless, CSAW has many unanswered questions
in response to Canada’s role in Afghanistan. Canadians
are being asked to give input into a desperate situation
without adequate information to understand complex
issues. There must be serious, informed debate to give
all Canadians a context in which to understand what is
going on in Afghanistan.

CSAW supports United Nation Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace and Security that states women should
be at the table whenever important decisions are made.
It's been noted that the Manley Panel included only one
woman. Afghan women must always, always be
consulted in defining Canada’s policy to address their
unique gender issues.

Our national organization, Canadian Women for Women
in Afghanistan (CW4WA), recommends the
establishment of a permanent, second-stage, non-
partisan, expert panel to coordinate and provide multi-
sector input towards Canadian policy in Afghanistan.
This public engagement should not be limited to the
military commitment but include the multi-faceted
aspects of Canada'’s role with open dialogue and full
understanding of the issues and priorities for the Afghan
people.

Decisions that impact on the life or death of Afghans and
Canadians will be decided in our parliament over the
next few months. These must be informed decisions for
best strategies based on input from all interested
sources.

Please read CSAW'’ s discussion paper and CW4WA's
submission to the Manley Panel on our website.

For more information & the latest news about CSAW
check out our web site:

www.canadianssupportafghanwomen.ca

Mrs. Majeed, the founder
of the schools CSAW
supports, speaks at an
I.W.D. event she
organized in Jalalabad,
Afghanistan. This was a
first for the women who

attended.

WE COULDN'T DO WITHOUT YOU!

Thanks to all of our donors especially those who help to
sustain our projects every year:

» Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario —
Halton Local ,

* Women of Halton Action Movement WHAM |

« Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan
W4WAfghan and

« Men Walking Against Violence Against Women

Students continue to do
the walk “Men Walking
Against Violence Against
Women.” Over the years
these walks have
contributed over
$100,000 to help the
women and girls of
Afghanistan. Afghan
member, Luna Taieb,
spoke to students. “This

was the first speech |
had ever made in my
lifetime. | was astonished
by all those students that

Luna speaks to individual

students who came to thank

her for speaking about the
violence directed to her

came to meet me one by fellow Afghan women.

one afterwards. | am

proud to be a recruit of

CSAW and if Canadians

are so supportive and encouraging towards my people,
why shouldn’t I?” We are proud to have Luna as a
member of CSAW.

While in attendance selling AWRC goods at McMaster's
Fair Trade sale, Salima Mahmood donated $270 to
CSAW from the sale of her homemade knitted clothing.
Salima’s generosity overwhelmed us! Thank you Salima!



Canadians in Support of Afghan Women

Student
representatives
speak to the
audience about
ending violence
directed at women.

Halton High School student, Bronwyn, after hearing
CSAW member Liz Watson present to her classroom
about Human Rights in Afghanistan, decided she needed
to do something to help. After only one month she has
sold over $400 worth of Afghan handcrafts, in her spare
time, to her classmates. Hats off to Bronwyn! Thank you!

Marianne Van der Wel saw our table at the McMaster
Fair Trade and offered her computer services to our
organization without charge. Her excellent skills have
already been put to use by CSAW and we consider
ourselves very lucky. Her web site is http://atinyshift.ca/
Thank you Marianne!

Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario (ETFO)
Halton Local supports us through their annual financial
contributions to support teachers’ salaries along with
allowing us a meeting place and support for delivering
the Human Rights Teaching kit. Thank you Halton
ETFO!I!

Want A Fulfilling Way to Spend Time?

Eleven years ago, a small but mighty group of
volunteers joined together to form “Canadians in
Support of Afghan Women” in response to the removal
of human rights in Afghanistan under the rule of the
Taliban. The hope was that CSAW would be disbanded
once the Taliban was overruled. However, the work of
CSAW today is more needed than ever.

Are you are looking for meaningful volunteer work,

work that makes a global difference? We would
welcome you at CSAW. Our goals are varied:
presenting a Human Rights Program in schools; making
presentations to raise awareness in the community;
selling and marketing Afghan goods. Or perhaps your
skills suit administration, finance or technology.
Whatever time you have to give would be appreciated.

Please join us on Wednesday, April 2nd, from 10-
11:45AM for an Information Meeting at the ETFO
offices (4475 North Service Road, Burlington, Ontario,
Room 101, in the Voortman Building at Appleby Line
and just north of the QEW). If further information is
needed, please call Bev at 905-827-8165 or Sherry at
905-337-3662.
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PROJECTS

We support three projects in Afghanistan. In 2007, we
were able to send:

! $9,085.24 to The Afghan Women's Resource

i Centre (AWRC): This money, raised through the
i sale of beautifully handcrafted goods, allows
women to support themselves & their families

$5,000.00 to The Library Fund: This money is
i used to rebuild destroyed library resources

$48,957.62 to Nazaneen Jabarkhil Education &
i Health for Afghan Women & Children (NEHC):
This money helps 5000 girls to attend school.

With your help, since 1999, we have raised $401,331.18
for our projects in Afghanistan.

A New Way to Help CSAW Fundraise
DONATE MONTHLY!

We hope you will consider post-dating a series of

cheques in any amount you choose. In this
convenient way, you support our projects in
Afghanistan. Note that 100% of your donation is
directed to our projects

Books, Films on
Afghanistan

Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver
Relin. One man's mission to promote peace... one
school at a time.

The Sleeping Buddha by Hamida Ghafour. The story of
Afghanistan through the eyes of one family.

A Thousand Splendid Suns , a novel by Khaled
Hosseini, author of the Kite Runner. The story of three
decades of Afghan History and a deeply moving account
of family and friendship as told through the experience of
women.

Afghanistan by Martin Ewans. A short history of
Afghanistan's people and politics.

The Kite Runner : A movie based on the book the Kite
Runner by Khaled Hosseini.

Forsaken by Lana Slezic, a book of photographs
depicting the lives of the women and girls of Afghanistan.



