Letter from our builder on site in Afghanistan -

 

December 4, 2008

 

Dear All, 

After lots of hard work by all we have poured the second half of the school roof. I would like to get the roof done before a week of EID holiday. For those who are not familiar with this, we recall when Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son Ishmael and people do take this very seriously. We are now off for nine days and hope to get started again on Saturday the 13th. 

This morning I got up and calculated the number of crush trucks that were sent to the school and then went over the crushing plant and paid them their dues. I took a different route on a gravel road to the school site and the time it took was cut in half as we did not have to drive slowly in the river valley or some steep embankment.

When I arrived at the school site it was 12:30 PM and the kids had gone home. The crew were in full swing as they could not stop even for lunch or tea once the process got started. I went over the roof and by 1 PM they had covered almost the entire roof with cement. The contractor told me that they had started work at daybreak.

We were hoping to pour cement on the roof of the bathrooms also but the framework was not ready so they plan to pour this on Saturday. It is a small job and the contractor is keen to get this 11x 3 metre roof out of the way so that they can also finish plastering.

The carpenter was busy rounding the edges of the windows with a router and also sanding them before their installation. 

At 2:00PM the meal was ready for the workers and I joined in for the sumptuous meal consisting of rice, meat and traditional Afghani bread. Except for the crew pouring the roof, everyone ate the meal. Once the roof was finished the other crew had a chance to eat. A Russian jeep pulled in behind the cement mixer, the crane, and the various odds and ends and the roofing crew of 15 people sat on top of the jeep for the ride back to the city. 

I need to advise you that after the EID holidays, the contractor needs a solid month to install door jams plaster the school from inside out and finish the floors. The painting will be done in April when the weather gets warmer.

Well that is all for now. I am keeping safe and am healthier now.

  

Hope all of you have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

From, Your Builder in Afghanistan.

